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ress day ar any of the big
showws can be a stressful
ordeal. While the exhibitors

are rushing in their keest

maodels with the pant still
drving, journalises are dashing from
one scheduled press lawunch o the nexa
in an arca the size of a major airficld,
Hlere, T|1|,'3..' SOUCCAL ATTHOTE thetr PUUTS o
glimpse the sheets being removed with

a flowrish from bike after bike — in mostc
cases, following a dull and extremely
lengthy speech from the company’s
president. OF course, many of these
medels have been carcfully “leaked”
several weeks before, so it like hearing

Peraves "MonoTracer” was a
neat update of the Ecomabile
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somenne labour a joke tor which vou
already know the punch line,

Ihe turming point me thas riraal
was seeing a phorographer balancing
precarionsly on one of the bikes on
shew tor pharagraph a newly aneiled

model over the heads of his colleagues.,

Mobody had spotred thae the bike he

Wilh :..I';m([nr;r. OTE Wik I(!l'“ l"'il Ty |]h'

one he was rying 1o photograph, al

from ISD students Nicolas
Dubar & Yves Dufeutrelle

Hilarious “Ef Alamein”
— the mast inspired
clesign at this year’s
Interrmat?

which poine, the folly of the entire

charade suddenly hecame evident. After
thit, 1 learned o :|!w;1y.1; LT up an
hour Bare. This way, | can photograph
the bikes in quict solitude while
evervone else 1s ar the nexe press
lavinch o anather seand. Okeay, this
requires foregoing the free champagne,
buse ar least you ger decent phoros of

the Takes, and the foll atention of
voung models in shorr skirts. [t's just a
question of prioritics.

At the Kiln Intermaot this [T

journaliaes were grombling aboat the
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staggered conference times, which saw
some models released long afeer the
press were already mpping our their
reporis on the plane home! As a resulr,
a few late announcements, like the o
of new Benellis, got linde coverage, At
one of Kolns famous beer halls a mile
or 5o away from the show, a rowdy
bunch of mehriared designers were

m & siomilar predicament, delbaing,
which bike deserved 1o e clected the
“Best of Shovw™ while some were still
being anmounced.

A lieele insider knowledge helped fill
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in the gaps, but cven so, the possibilitics

sevrmed rather underwhelming, Many
of the new releases were just rehashed
versions of old stuff, with good strong
u:ri;;inn[ 1,:|t,‘.l:1}',r1?: |1ci[|y. ]~u||ul'cL| 5’5}' QVET-
complex seyling For seyling's sake, The
face-lited Honda 123 Varadero and
Kawasakts reworked 21000 are just
rwer examples. The latest race-reps,

in the guise of Sueukis GEX-R and
Yamaha's R, were all very ]"fcdii.'l'ﬂh‘l'.',
as were the customs, while the real
newcomers were most notahle for
what chey didn’r du, The Kawasaki
1400 GTR |1|:|t'|;iy,£LL ti]fl’lll’l'.'ll't“l}',

to avaid being quite as birarre as s
sporting stablemate, the X2 R, although
the Versys lovsess 1 again l_'-:jl'l‘.||3h"[l:.‘|}-'.
especially around thar headlighe, And
BMW s G-series proves a point Uve
heen making for years — namely thac

if the Bavarians just roned down the
weird stuff a bir, they might achieve
wider acceprance, and sell a few more
units o boor. The new s arc aght and
rrendy, even if they do look more ke
1255 than 630,
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Mone of these offerings managed
o raise a single vore at the Designers”
MNight though, perhaps because I've
riled that nobedy is allowed 0 vote
for their cpwn product. So while our
Japanese guests sat on theire hands and
hir their omgaues, not onge new: bike was
proposed as being outstanding. Wiach
is cxactly how it should be = we're
voring: for 2 grear hike design, not the
least-worse. But as my colleagoe Roland
Brown observed, standards are now set
50 high, s percing harder and harder
for manulacturess o impress us with
their latest rempeations.

Although the Intermor passed
without @ clear winner there were
a few real gems hidden away in the
amaller stands it vou opened vour
perspective a liccle, 1f the big bovs failed
tex deliver this year, smaller enterprises,
and even a few indivichual balders.
showed that their mnovative spirit
was far from lacking, and some of the
results deserve o be acknowledged in
their own righr.

First, om the Peraves stand, it
was refreshing o see a senous
design solution comng from a low-
vohume producer in the guise of the
“MonoTracer”, More aircraft than
motorevele, the new styling maimneaims
a clear link to che original Ecomobile,
while elevanng it throngh a clean and
fresh image, Surprisingly, the like'’s
designer, Tobias Waelser, only joined

the company as a student last year,

O the subjocr of colleges, Micolas

Crubar and Yves Duleatrelle from the
1512 in Valenciennes, France, ought to
bhe c(:ungrnrl_ﬂatt:nﬂ for the “lmme 12007
concept bike, which was drawing a fair
amount of arcention at the ['VMs
design competition exhibition.
Producing a tull-size model is no

mean feat for a couple of students,

even if the complexity of certain
aspects of their design 35 arguably ar
odds with the esseneial simplicioy of
the :jrn;]nﬂy]::li Imme.

Likewise, the “Whiten Pk ™
MEBE, built by 17-year-old Desires
Schwean, caughe the attention of some
professional designers, The scooter was
part of “Costomising”, an exhibition of
custonm angd modified bikes organised
by Sabine Welte of PIX&WORDS,
which contained some amazing
examples of rwoe-wheeled arc. [ lose
count of the time | spent drooling over
the Fgli Vincent, but further on, there
was one bike thar really stopped me in
my tracks — the “El Alamein™,

Lresigned and built by Mike Schween
from MS Bikes of Unna, Germany, the
“El Alamem™ 1 a hilarious mixture
of a Suroki GEX-R, a Buell and a
Sherman ank, Apart from the abvious

comic value, the bike actually looks
Pretty aggressive too — enough fo
win the Streer-fighter cawgory of the

European Cuostom Bikes Champicnship

last avtumn. A lor of work had clearly
gone o that machine, along with
some oruly inspircd thinking - the jerry
can welded into the gas tank was pure
merms! So Milke gets my personal vore
for *Best of Show™, and for r1|'|:|L|:.r
dispelling the myth that Germans don’s
have a sense of humouar. B
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